
Section 7: 

Partial Equilibrium and 
Positive General Equilibrium 



1. [8 points] In Utah:

• Both farmers and people who live in cities use water supplied
by government water companies. There are different government
water companies for cities and for farms.

• Farmers pay a much lower price for water than city dwellers do.

• In the future, farmers might start reselling the water they buy to
city dwellers. (Ignore why they do not do this now.)

• The price that city dwellers pay for water is lower than in neigh-
boring states because Utah city water companies also get a great
deal of money from taxes which have nothing to do with water.
These taxes are called “property taxes.”

• The Utah legislature is considering eliminating the flow of money
from “property taxes” to the city water companies.

Question: If Utah legislature did eliminate the flow of money from
“property taxes” to the city water companies, would this make the
price of water sold by farmers to city dwellers go up or down? (No
water is sold by farmers to city dwellers right now, but ignore that.) In
particular, analyze in detail each claim made in the following paragraph
written by an economics professor at another university in Utah, and
explain whether you think his analysis is correct or not:

“I don’t see why the property tax will affect much the value
of water used in agriculture. A higher urban price because
of the elimination of the tax subsidy will induce conserva-
tion that will reduce the urban demand for new water. This
will reduce the demand for ag[ricultural] water and may re-
duce the equilibrium transfer price. Therefore, we might ex-
pect opposition from farmers to eliminating the [property]
tax subsidy.”

Hint: It is possible to correctly answer this question by drawing a graph
but using no other mathematics.
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old: 2007 Final Exam Qu 6, but with an added third word, “competi-
tive”

4. [16 points]
Consider a competitive equilibrium in the market for a single com-
modity, such as apples. Suppose there is an increase in the price of
one of the inputs used to produce apples. What effect will that have
on the equilibrium price of apples? Be as rigorous and as general
as you can be in answering this question (though if you wish to use
the Envelope Theorem or the Slutsky Equation, you need not prove
them).
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2. [12 points] 

(a) Are individual firm's supply curves always upward-sloping? Usu
ally? Never? Defend your answer with as general a mathematical 
argument as you can provide. 

(b) Are individual demand curves always downward-sloping? Usu
ally? Never? Defend your answer with as general a mathematical 
argument as you can provide. 

(c) The US federal government imposes a tax on gasoline. Gasoline 
has recently greatly risen in price, and two presidential candi
dates, Sen. Hillary Clinton and Sen. John McCain, have proposed 
eliminating this tax this summer. The other major presidential 
candidate, Sen. Barack Obama, opposes eliminating the tax this 
summer. Irrelevant to this qualifying exam question are most 
of Sen. Obama's reasons (such as encouraging alternative energy 
sources), but one reason is relevant: some of Sen. Obama's sup
porters have said that if the tax is eliminated, the gasoline com
panies will just raise the price by the amount of the eliminated 
tax, so the "net price to consumers" will not change. 

Is this true? 

To answer this, derive a general mathematical equation showing 
how a marginal decrease (or marginal increase) of a tax changes 
the market price of a commodity. Will a marginal decrease of 
a tax increase, decrease, or have no effect on the "net price to 
consumers?" 
Hint: Recall that 19th century Scottish historian Thomas Carlyle 
(who also coined the term "dismal science" to denote economics) 
said, "Teach a parrot the terms 'supply and demand' and ybu've 
got an economist." So, begin there (mathematically), in a market 
with no tax. 
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Question 2. Suppose a competitive firm transforms a single input (z) into two
outputs (q1 and q2) according to a well-behaved, fully differentiable inverse
production function.

Further suppose that the government introduces a tax (t) on each unit of q1

sold.

a) How will this tax change:

i. the firm’s demand for the input z;

ii. the supply of the taxed commodity q1; and

iii. the supply of the untaxed commodity q2?

b) How will a change in the price of q1 affect the supply of q1?

c) How will a change in the price of q1 affect the supply of q2?

d) How will a change in the price of q2 affect the supply of q1?

e) How will a change in the price of q2 affect the supply of q2?

f) Now suppose that all competitive firms jointly producing q1 and q2 are
subject to this tax on q1. Derive an expression for the effect of this
tax on the equilibrium price of q1. What is the sign of this expression?
What did you expect the sign of this expression to be, and why?

2000 Qualifying Exam, Question 2
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2016 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 1

1. [14 points] Suppose a competitive, profit-maximizing firm trans-
forms two inputs (x1 and x2) into one output (y) according to a well-
behaved, concave, fully differentiable production function f (x1, x2).
Let the price of the inputs be p1 and p2 and let the price of the output
be w.
Suppose that the government introduces a tax (t) on each unit of x1
bought. In other words, assume this tax is a “specific tax,” such as
$0.70/unit, not an “ad valorem tax,” which would be expressed as a
percentage such as 7%.
Feel free to use abbreviations to simplify the answers you derive be-
low.

(a) Assuming no prices change (that is, p1, p2, andw do not change),
how will this tax change:

i. the firm’s demand for the taxed input x1;
ii. the firm’s demand for the untaxed input x2; and

iii. the supply of the output y?
(b) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the demand for x1?
(c) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the demand for x2?
(d) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the supply of y?
(e) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the demand for x1?
(f) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the demand for x2?
(g) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the supply of y?
(h) How will a change in the price of y affect the demand for x1?
(i) How will a change in the price of y affect the demand for x2?
(j) How will a change in the price of y affect the supply of y?
(k) Now suppose that all competitive firms producing y use x1 and

x2 and are subject to this tax on x1. Using Cramer’s Rule, derive
an expression for the effect of this tax on the equilibrium price
of x1 when all prices are allowed to change.
Your answer will involve 3 × 3 determinants; you should leave
it unevaluated to save time. Also to save time, if your answer
involves quantities which you derived in parts (a)–(j), you can
just write, for example, “(h)” instead of writing in the answer
which you found in part (h). As a final time-saving measure,

2



just assume the number of firms producing y is equal to one even
though that is a strange assumption because the firm(s) is (are)
competitive.
(A similar question appeared on a previous exam in a past year,
and the answer I gave for it only involved a 2 × 2 determinant,
but that answer should have taken one more market into account,
and if it had done so, it would have involved a 3×3 determinant
as well.)

3
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2017 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 2

2. [20 points] Suppose a competitive, profit-maximizing firm trans-
forms two inputs (x1 and x2) into an output, which is apples (denoted
by a), according to a well-behaved, concave, fully differentiable pro-
duction function f (x1, x2). Let the price of the inputs be p1 and p2
and let the price of apples be pa.
Suppose that the government introduces an ad valorem tax t on the
price of x1. In other words, this tax would be expressed as a percent-
age such as 7%, not as something like $0.70/unit (which would be a
“specific tax”).
Feel free to use abbreviations to simplify the answers you derive be-
low.

(a) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the demand for x1?
(b) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the demand for x2?
(c) How will a change in the price of x1 affect the supply of a?
(d) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the demand for x1?
(e) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the demand for x2?
(f) How will a change in the price of x2 affect the supply of a?
(g) How will a change in the price of a affect the demand for x1?
(h) How will a change in the price of a affect the demand for x2?
(i) How will a change in the price of a affect the supply of a?
(j) Now suppose that all competitive firms producing a use x1 and

x2 and are subject to this tax on x1. Using Cramer’s Rule, derive
an expression for the effect of this tax on the equilibrium price
of x1 when all three prices are allowed to change.
Your answer will involve 3 × 3 determinants; you should leave
them unevaluated to save time. As an additional time-saving
measure, just assume the number of firms producing a is equal to
one even though that is a strange assumption because the firm(s)
is (are) competitive.
(A similar question appeared on a previous exam in a past year,
and the answer I gave for it only involved a 2 × 2 determinant,
but that answer should have taken one more market into account,
and if it had done so, it would have involved a 3×3 determinant
as well.)
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2017 Qualifying Exam Sec. 3 Qu. 2

2. [10 points] Consider a partial equilibrium in the market for apples,
with the following (aggregate) supply and demand curves:

D(p) = 10− p
S(p) = 3p + 1 .

(a) Find the equilibrium price and quantity of apples the way most
undergraduate students would do it, by solving the two equations
in two unknowns.

(b) Find the equilibrium price of apples by formulating this as a
fixed-point problem. Then determine the equilibrium quantity
of apples. (Do not determine the equilibrium quantity of apples
first.)

(c) Find the equilibrium quantity of apples by formulating this as
a fixed-point problem. Then determine the equilibrium price of
apples. (Do not determine the equilibrium price of apples first.)

11







2020 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 1

1. [17 points] Denote a commodity by 𝑥, denote the supply of that com-
modity by 𝑥𝑆, and denote the demand for that commodity by 𝑥𝐷.
Suppose that 𝑥 is supplied by an industry whose firms take the price
of 𝑥, which is denoted by 𝑝𝑥 , given, and they also take the wage rate,
which is denoted by 𝑤, given. Suppose that 𝑥𝑆 depends on both 𝑝𝑥

and on 𝑤. Just for simplicity, suppose that there is only one firm.
Suppose that 𝑥 is demanded by consumers who take the price of 𝑥,
which is denoted by 𝑝𝑥 , given, and they also take the wage rate, which
is denoted by 𝑤, given. Suppose that 𝑥𝐷 depends on both 𝑝𝑥 and on 𝑤.
Just for simplicity, suppose that there is only one consumer.
This problem is inspired by study of minimum wage legislation, so
we will always suppose that the market for 𝑥 clears but we will make
no assumption about whether the market for labor is in equilibrium or
not. We wish to study the effect of an exogenous increase in the wage
rate 𝑤, caused, for example, by an increase in the minimum wage.

(a) Show that
𝑑𝑝𝑥

𝑑𝑤
=

𝜕𝑥𝐷

𝜕𝑤
− 𝜕𝑥𝑆

𝜕𝑤

𝜕𝑥𝑆

𝜕𝑝𝑥
− 𝜕𝑥𝐷

𝜕𝑝𝑥

. (1)

(b) Suppose the firm produces 𝑥 from labor ℓ using the production
function 𝑥 = 2

√
ℓ. Recalling that the price of 𝑥 is denoted by 𝑝𝑥

in this problem, and that the wage rate is denoted by 𝑤, show
that the firm’s supply curve for 𝑥 is given by 𝑥𝑆 = 2𝑝/𝑤.

(c) Suppose the consumer obtains utility from consuming 𝑥, from
consuming another good 𝑦, and from leisure, according to

𝑢 = 𝑥 · 𝑦 · leisure ,

where leisure = 24 − ℓ. If the consumer’s only income comes
from supplying labor, show that the consumer’s demand curve
for 𝑥 is given by 𝑥𝐷 = 8𝑤/𝑝𝑥 .

(d) Show that, for the above firm and consumer, (1) implies

𝑑𝑝𝑥

𝑑𝑤
=

𝑝𝑥

𝑤
. (2)

2



4 𝑥

𝑝𝑥

original 𝑥𝐷

original 𝑥𝑆

Figure 1. The market for good 𝑥. Demand curves are denoted by 𝑥𝐷 and supply
curves are denoted by 𝑥𝑆 .

(e) Show that
𝑑 (𝑝𝑥/𝑤)

𝑑𝑤
= 0

and use this fact to explain why Figure 1 illustrates what hap-
pens in the market for 𝑥 when 𝑤 is exogenously increased. You
should label the two unlabeled curves of Figure 1 and provide
an intuitive explanation of what is going on.

(f) If the original situation had 𝑤 = 1 and 𝑝𝑥 = 2, and the new
situation has 𝑤 = 2, then what are the new values for 𝑝𝑥 , for 𝑥,
and for ℓ?

3
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2

4

𝑥

𝑝𝑥

original 𝑥𝐷
new 𝑥𝐷

original 𝑥𝑆

new 𝑥𝑆

Figure 4. The market for good 𝑥. Demand curves are denoted by 𝑥𝐷 and supply
curves are denoted by 𝑥𝑆 .
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5. [11 points] Attaclled to this exam is a copy of page 321 of Varian's 
textbook. 

(a) . Why is it that the theorem at the top of the page is labeled "Exis
tence of Walrasian Equilibrium"? In other words, what is it about 
the theorem that leads Varian to call it that? 

(b) The. proof of the theorem ends on the next page of the text book. 
That next page is not ~ttached to this exam. Give the rest of the 
proof of the theorem. 



l' 
I 

1 
1 

EXISTENCE OF AN EQUILIBRIUM 321 

Existence of Walrasian equilibria. If z: Sk-1 --t Rk is a continuous 
function that satisfies Walras' law, pz(p) == 0, then there exists some p* 
in Sk-1 such that z(p*) ::; 0. 

Proof. Defhie a map 9 : Sk-1 --t Sk-1 by 

( ) Pi+max(O,zi(p)) gi p = k 
1 + 2:::j:=l max(O, Zj(p)) 

for i = 1, ... , k. 

Notice that this rp.ap is continuous since Z and the max function are con
tinuous functions. Furthermore, g(p) is a point in the simplex Sk-1 since 
2:::i gi (p) = 1. This map also has a reasonable economic interpretation: if 
there is excess demand in some market, so that Zi (p) 2:: 0, then the relative 
price of that good is increased. 

By Brouwer's fixed-point theorem there is !l- p* such that P* = g(p*)j 
i.e., 

* pl + max(O, Zi(P*)) 
Pi = 1 + 2:::j max(O, Zj(P*)) 

for i = 1, ... , k. (17.1) 

We will show that p* is a Walrasian equilibrium. Cross-rilUltiplyequation 
(17.1) and rearrange to get ' 

k 

pi 'L:max(O,'Zj(P*)) = max(O,zi(P*)) i = 1, ... , k. 
j:=l 

Now multiply each of these k equations by Zi(P*): 

, zi(p*)pi [tmax(O, Zj(P*))] = Zi(P*) max(O, Zi(P*)) i = 1, ... , k. 
3:=1 

Sum these k equations to get " 

k , 

'L: Zi(P*) max(O, Zi(P*)) = 0: 
i:=l 

Each term of this sum is greater than or equal to zero since each term is 
elther ° or (Zi(p*))2. But if any term were strictly greater than zero, the 

'r 

I 



C ~f be fosq,}e il.. ~'f,k "'ri[/""iilM. 

1 c.,,)J te ~~ Ilt ~-rf.k ~1dmJ/W/,;; rh. rf'n'J 5 : "'%:CVf J~/? !:; 
( MJIZ-f,l<! "xtesl ~/) IS Ol< I, t'J«'~</'YJv", .;:; ~Js 
{ tv IwJe t"'7:.e. IS ~ , 

5 <9 It fYl« vectw !,. ~d- E ~!? T3;;". e!'-1.1-.-,,, .... f"r" v.:-d/Jy, 

~ '" +1.. S.", c.n-Id 1<.01- £, M-o /'ec4ue t4-e '-avId wd- 4, ""'-y 'j1<0~ 
*"'s /" (4 W' 1k JIn<=4) j'oJ4fe A., .~ 7'-dl '" .~'Yo J""". ~u. 
~ k-"" "" '<If k Oz4"-1J 2erD; 

;(-i Ynt0< (o( it.') = 0 ~ (.' 

tL? ;] IJ1( ;;. be ~ 0 1 th.,J r( 2-,. < 0, If. is *c "" D =-D, <--L-d i3 

,kl( /4t. I{ '&(>0, ~ IS: :&,?>o;,t.>L-d '-''''''O'S. 2:-,.>D,;; 

r" IaJ OYt I 2-( $ D b' c i:s -/I.e "'5 p.S's,<J.'1r-j I s'" ~ ~ !? . 



old: Fall 2009 Final, Qu. 1

2. [17 points]
Consider a two-person, two-commodity economy in which the two
people are named Smith (abbreviated s) and Jones (abbreviated j ) and
the two commodities are apples (abbreviated a) and bananas (abbre-
viated b). Let “xi j ” represent the amount of commodity i (i ∈ {a, b})
belonging to person j ( j ∈ {s, j}). Suppose the utility function of
Smith is

ln xas + ln xbs

and the utility function of Jones is

ln xa j + ln xb j .

Suppose the initial endowments of Smith and Jones are ωs = ωs(as, bs) =
(1, 1) and ωj = ω j (a j , b j ) = (2, 1), respectively. Find the competitive
general equilibrium of this economy. (That is, find the price of each
good and find the quantities of each good consumed by each person.)

3

(but with different notation)

This is better notation than the original version.  The original version is on the next
page.  I did not write an answer with this improved notation.



1. [20 poin.ts] Consider a two~person, two-commodity economy in which 
"Xi/' represents the amount of commodity i belonging to person j. 
Suppose the utility function of person 1 is 

In Xll + In X21 

and the utility function of person 2 is 

In X12 + ln X22 . 

Suppose the initial endowments of persons 1 and 2 are Wl = (1,1) 
and W2 = (2,1), respectively. Find the competitive general equilibrium 
of this economy. (That is, find the price of each good and find the 
quantities of each good consumed by each person.) 



()., (~'II x 2,., ) -;: 4 x" fA '}t:z.( 

L{z (X I "1-, X22.-) -:: ~ X-/J- ~ ~ X1.J.. 

(VI ~ (I, I) 

CV2. ::: (Z/I) 

We lOvl &. dw(:)!e tt: nvl11ev~'Ve ~+ 1 '/I ute & sl~l.e~! P, + P2 .= / • 

~) P2 :::/~ fl 

St> I W(;)lt '1- /.Ife.. f1. ~ morel fvsl- /-" . 

~$VYl\-l-( .i'. M~ U IS. t . ~~tir~v-es '" iH.4in1e 

r,X,,+{J~r')A")..,::. fl~(/) r(l-f,) (I) 

:: f/ -~ I ~ ~ :: I 

;;(::: 4. '1-" t 4 x: 2-1 +-). [ I - f, 'til - {/-r,) 1-2/ ] 

D_.". °'l?1 ~ I P (/) (;I ,.... .... I X, ,":- - P, X 2. / 

o -= '&;;t /-0 }t ::: ..L 
1/ }!./ J 

b -= ()~/ox.. ~ 
2.-/ -- h., 

- ).. P' 1 => 

- AD-p,) 
XZ.I r, 
-:::.~ 

7.1( I-fl 

PI t . C;vbJk~fe 
1.2..1 ~ ~ II 

P, o ::- / ... P, 'X-" - (1- II) 1:p; X-II 

ik -k. -Ii. t.,,, Jp~ t Uh.5 lvd-, ... -t- : 

::- 1- Pi XII - p, X'I -::. 1- 2p, "x-q 

2p, 'X-" ;; 

-y.,~:; ztl t4.cL 

1) -Ji- ..l-
12..1 - 1-]71 -zp, - 2 (I-p,) 



P, "-,2- t- (J- fl) X-n = el (L) t- ( 1- PI) (I) 

=: 2 PI -1-1- PI -=- P, + I 

,;; = ~ X-/l- ~~ ~2.Z- 1-1 l PI + \ - f, X'L - (1- PI) "1-2-2-] 

2PI XI 2-
- PI + I -

D PI + I 
"X/I.. -

2 PI -
9 ~ ~ ::: I f'1 -1--1 

X2 2. ::: 2- --I-PI 2PI l- PI 

D D 
X,I + r/~ := 2-\-1 

It h I. 
VI !)kY P ;; It-I 
/'"' 21 (LZ2-

2 

We {/1\\J h.M.e tv c..keck.. bY\..t \M.tU keT (i~ -;'\- t-IetS-ts/ fu o~ will ~hl<..c..-hL(,J] 

Lle~ ). I d~ fu M4.{W ~ bood :l : 

2 



J. + ~ ~3 
ZPI 2rl 

I 

I 

~t 2- :::.3 
I 

2. f' 
' j 

I 
J 

P, t 2. ;;> ~ fl , 
I 
I 

2 ::: 5'rl 

~' -;::: 0./ 

So k1-e lH.st or 14 -et>vrLi~'(l\..ltM. (5 

2 '5 fk ; 1- P \ :::. 1-;: ::. '5 

XII 
J.-, ::: 

I 5' 
:::: --2ft '-Ij ':) - -'f 

;t 2.1 
.---L- ":2 ~ 

-;;: 
2-(1 -PI) 2-U- t) 

Pi .J- I [z/5) +-1 

;1Jz ..... ~ 
2pr - '2- e-I r-) 

f ?,-\-\ I 

X 2.-2..- - - ~ ....... -' 'Z 2-l. I-PI 

3 

2 

3 

~ -- L/ /-P I 

'Pl -I- 2 
~ L! ~L/ r, 

S'PI =: 2 
2., 

yes, r+ Pi ~ -
S-

checks 

-::: .---L-. ::.- .-L ~ 
:!- -2 (3&) r;,/r ~ 

-=r)~ =I-
::.. --- - ----'1/s - '1 

(zJr) +-1 1 
~)~ - 1 i- 1--- - - ---

~::. 3 ..- ~ 3/S- - 2 
l- - "2...-

::r 

? 

~ -X 1/ .} 712-

S :f- {2-
-' -- .J - --. 0'< if 1 

~. 

'f 
? 

;;:: ;t2..1 .+-'Xzz-

:= 5-.+.1: /2.. :; _ ok. , 
(p ~ Co 



Section 1.
Answer all of the following three questions.

1. [14 points] Suppose an economy has two consumers, Smith and Jones,
and two commodities, x and y. Smith’s utility function and initial
endowment are

us = lnxs + ln ys

ωs = (ωsx, ωsy) = (0, 1) .

Jones’s initial endowment is

ωj = (ωjx, ωjy) = (1, 0) .

So the only way Jones can get any of good y is to get it from Smith.
Jones’s true utility function is

uj = lnxj + ln yj

but he may be unsure about the quality of the y which he gets from
Smith; we will model this by assuming Jones’s utility function is instead

uj = lnxj + ψ ln yj

where 0 ≤ ψ ≤ 1.

(a) What situation does ψ = 1 represent?

(b) What situation does ψ = 0 represent?

(c) Find the general equilibrium xj, yj, xs, and ys if ψ > 0.

(d) Find the general equilibrium xj, yj, xs, and ys if ψ = 0. Be sure
your answer makes intuitive sense.

(e) Set up an Edgeworth Box Diagram. Show on this diagram how
the allocations of x and y to Smith and Jones change as ψ changes
from 1 to 0. (It makes no sense to draw indifference curves on this
diagram because changing ψ implies changing utility functions.)

Summer 2012, Qualifying Exam, Section 1 Qu. 1
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-J 3. [19 points] Suppose an economy consists of two persons, "a" and "b". 
Person "a" has available 1 unit of "time", which he divides between 
rest Ra and labor 10 , Person "b" has available 1 unit of "time" which 
he divides between rest Rb and labor lb .. 

,. Good "x" is produced by one competitive firm according to the pro
duction function 

x = ""labor hired. 

This firm is completely owned by Person a. 

The utility functions of the two individuals are 

. Take the price of labor as the numeraire. Find one equation in one 
unknown, with the unknown being the competitive general ,equilibrium 
price' of x . . Do not try to' solve this equation for the equilibrium price 
of x. 

I I, 

, ' 
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2015 Final Exam Qu. 1

1. [18 points] Suppose an economy consists of two persons, “a” and “b”.
Person “a” has available 1 unit of “time” which he divides between
rest Ra and labor la. Person “b” has available 1 unit of “time” which
he divides between rest Rb and labor lb.

Good “x” is produced by one competitive firm according to the produc-
tion function

x =
√

labor hired .

This firm is completely owned by Person a.

The utility functions of the two individuals are

ua = xa Ra

ub = x2
b Rb .

Take the price of labor as the numéraire. Find the competitive general
equilibrium of this economy (that is, find the prices of all the goods, the
amount produced of any produced goods, and the consumption bundle of
each person).
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2017 Final Exam Qu. 3

3. [17 points]
Suppose an economy consists of two persons, “a” and “b”. Person “a”
has available 1 unit of “time” which he divides between rest Ra and la-
bor la. Person “b” has available 1 unit of “time” which he divides be-
tween rest Rb and labor lb.

Good “x” is produced by one competitive firm according to the produc-
tion function

x =
√

labor hired .

This firm is completely owned by Person a.

The utility functions of the two individuals are

ua = xa Ra and

ub = xb Rb .

Take the price of labor as the numéraire. Find the competitive general
equilibrium of this economy (that is, find the prices of all the goods, the
amount produced of any produced goods, and the consumption bundle of
each person).
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1. Consider a two-person two-commodity competitive general equilibrium 
in which the two people are denoted by 1 and 2, the two goods by x 
and y, and person i consumes Xi of good x and Yi of good y. Suppose 
the utility functions of the two individuals are 

U a f3 
1 = Xl Yl 

U 'Y li 
2 = X 2 Y2· 

and 

Suppose a, (3, 1, and 8 are all positive. Suppose both people have 
1 unit of good x and 1 unit of good Y as their endowment (in other 
words, Wl = W2 = (1,1)). 
What effect will an increase in a have on the amount of good Y which 
person 2 consumes? 

Hint: The following answer is wrong: "an increase in a has no effect 
on the amount of good y which person 2 consumes." 
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2017 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 1

1. [20 points] This question concerns a “Robinson Crusoe” economy.

(a) First consider Robinson Crusoe the consumer. Assume he ob-
tains utility from consumption of bananas, “b,” and hours of
leisure, “z,” according to the utility function 2

√
b + 2

√
z.

Suppose “L” represents his number of hours working per day
(“labor time”). Assume he earns wage income at a rate of w per
hour. Also assume he receives income π from his ownership of
the firm.
The fact that there are only 24 hours in a day constrains z and L.
Suppose the price of bananas is p. Suppose Robinson takes p and
the wage rate w as given (so he acts in a perfectly competitive
way).
What is his demand for bananas?

(b) Next consider Robinson Crusoe the firm. Suppose he produces
bananas b from labor L according to the production function b =
L2.

i. What kind of returns to scale is this production function?
ii. Suppose Robinson:

A. takes the wage rate w as given (so the labor market is
competitive); but

B. does not take the price of bananas p as given. Instead,
he can control p. Also, he knows everything about the
answer to part (a) of this question except he does not
know that the π appearing in the consumer’s problem
is the same as the firm’s profit (Robinson-the-firm treats
the π in the consumer’s problem as just some exogenous
constant), and Robinson functions as a monopoly seller
of bananas.

Taking the wage rate w as the numéraire, express the firm’s
profit as a function of p, instead of taking the usual approach
of expressing the firm’s profit as a function of L.
Hint 1: A monopolist’s total revenue is “price times out-
put,” just as for a competitive firm. However, the firm can
pick its p, and it knows the demand curve for b given in the
answer to part (a) above.
Hint 2: As an intermediate step, it might be helpful to ex-
press the firm’s profit as a function of b.

2



iii. Implicitly find the profit-maximizing level of p. It is com-
pletely acceptable to leave this as a system of two equations
in two unknowns which you do not try to solve and which
you do not try to simplify very much (though you should
evaluate all derivatives). Of the two unknowns, one of the
unknowns should be p.
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2023 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 2 is new

2. [19 points] In this problem, you can get full credit even if you do not
check any second-order conditions. (If this were a take-home exam,
you would be expected to check second-order conditions.)
Consider a Robinson Crusoe economy (that is, a one-person econ-
omy) in which Robinson Crusoe’s utility function is

𝑢(𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑅) = 2
√
𝑎 + 2

√
𝑏 + 2

√
𝑅

where 𝑎 is his consumption of apples, 𝑏 is his consumption of ba-
nanas, and 𝑅 is his consumption of “leisure” or “rest.” Out of 24
hours in a day, Robinson spends some in rest, some in labor to pro-
duce apples, ℓ𝑎, and the remainder in labor to produce bananas, ℓ𝑏.
In his role as a consumer, Robinson takes all prices as given.
Let the price of apples be the numéraire, let the price of bananas be
𝑝𝑏, and let the price of labor be the wage rate, 𝑤.
In Robinson’s role as producer of apples, suppose he earns 𝜋𝑎 in
profit. In Robinson’s role as producer of bananas, suppose he earns
𝜋𝑏 in profit.

(a) (4 points) Show that Robinson’s demand for apples is

𝑎𝐷 =
𝑤𝑝𝑏 [𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤]

𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤
,

Robinson’s demand for bananas is

𝑏𝐷 =
𝑤 [𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤]
𝑝𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)

,

and Robinson’s supply of labor is

ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏 = 24 − 𝑝𝑏 [𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤]
(𝑤 (𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)

.

(b) (1 point) Suppose that in Robinson’s role as producer of apples,
Robinson is a price taker (is “perfectly competitive”). Suppose
the production function for apples is 𝑎 = ℓ𝑎. Argue that:

i. The supply function is not “everywhere well-defined.”

3



ii. The equilibrium wage is one.
iii. The equilibrium profit from producing apples is zero.

(c) (1 point) Suppose that in Robinson’s role as producer of ba-
nanas, Robinson is a price taker (is “perfectly competitive”).
Suppose the production function for bananas is 𝑏 = ℓ𝑏. Argue
that:

i. The equilibrium price of bananas is one.
ii. The equilibrium profit from producing bananas is zero.

(d) (2 points) Show that in the general equilibrium of this economy,
𝑎∗ = 8, 𝑏∗ = 8, ℓ∗𝑎 + ℓ∗

𝑏
= 16, and 𝑅∗ = 8.

(e) Now suppose that in Robinson’s role as producer of bananas,
Robinson is not a price taker, but rather acts as a monopolist.
This means that he knows what the demand curve for bananas
is (it is given in part (a) above). He also completely under-
stands how the demand for bananas depends on the profit from
producing bananas. Nothing changes about Robinson’s role as
producer of apples; it is still as described in part (b) above. Find
the equilibrium:

i. (1 point) wage rate and the profit from producing apples;
ii. (4 points) price of bananas (hint: it is the solution to 0 =

2𝑝2
𝑏
− 4𝑝𝑏 − 1, and you get full credit for showing that; you

do not have to show the solution to that equation, which is
𝑝𝑏 = 1 + (

√
6/2) ≈ 2.22, but you can use this result in the

other parts of this problem);
iii. (2 points) number of bananas produced (hint: it is

6
√

6 + 12

(1 +
√

6
2 ) (3 +

√
6)
,

and you get full credit for showing that or an equivalent
numerical expression; you do not have to show that that
simplifies to 12 − 4

√
6 ≈ 2.20, but you can use this result in

the other parts of this problem);

4



iv. (2 points) number of apples produced (hint: it is

(1 +
√

6
2 ) (6

√
6 + 12)

3 +
√

6
,

and you get full credit for showing that or an equivalent
numerical expression; you do not have to show that that
simplifies to 2 (

√
6 + 3) ≈ 10.9, but you can use this result

in the other parts of this problem);
v. (1 point) amount of rest 𝑅 (hint: it is 6+ 2

√
6 ≈ 10.9, which

you should show).
(f) (1 point) Write a summary of the effect on the market for apples

and on the market for labor when the banana market becomes
monopolized.

5



Answer to Summer 2023 Qualifying Exam, Section 1 Question 2

(a) The constraint on labor hours is ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏 + 𝑅 = 24. Taking this into
account by substituting it into the utility function, we have

𝑢 = 2
√
𝑎 + 2

√
𝑏 + 2

√︁
24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏 .

Income is 𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 𝑤 (ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏): the profit of the apple firm, the profit
of the banana firm, and the wage rate times the amount of labor sup-
plied. In a Robinson Crusoe economy, Robinson Crusoe as a con-
sumer considers 𝜋𝑎 and 𝜋𝑏 to be exogenous.
Expenditure is 𝑝𝑎𝑎 + 𝑝𝑏𝑏 = 𝑎 + 𝑝𝑏𝑏 since the price of apples is the
numéraire.
The Lagrangian is

L = 2
√
𝑎+2

√
𝑏+2

√︁
24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏 +𝜆

[
𝜋𝑎 +𝜋𝑏 +𝑤 (ℓ𝑎 +ℓ𝑏)−1 ·𝑎− 𝑝𝑏𝑏

]
.

The first-order conditions are

0 = L′
𝑎 =

1
√
𝑎
− 𝜆

0 = L′
𝑏 =

1
√
𝑏
− 𝜆𝑝𝑏

0 = L′
ℓ𝑎
=

−1
√

24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏
+ 𝑤𝜆

0 = L′
ℓ𝑏
=

−1
√

24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏
+ 𝑤𝜆.

Solving these equations for 𝜆 results in

𝜆 =
1
√
𝑎
=

1

𝑝𝑏
√
𝑏
=

1

𝑤
√

24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏
.

The second equality leads to
√
𝑎 = 𝑝𝑏

√
𝑏, so 𝑏 = 𝑎/𝑝2

𝑏
. The second

and third equalities lead to
√
𝑎 = 𝑤

√
24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏, so 24 − ℓ𝑎 − ℓ𝑏 =

𝑎/𝑤2 and ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏 = 24 − 𝑎/𝑤2. Substituting these expressions for 𝑏

1



in terms of 𝑎 and for ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏 in terms of 𝑎 into the budget constraint
yields

0 = 𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 𝑤 (24 − 𝑎/𝑤2) − 𝑎 − 𝑝𝑏𝑎/𝑝2
𝑏

= 𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤 − 𝑎

𝑤
− 𝑎 − 𝑎

𝑝𝑏

= 𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤 − 𝑎

(
1
𝑤

+ 1 + 1
𝑝𝑏

)
= 𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤 − 𝑎 · 𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤

𝑤𝑝𝑏

and so the demand for apples is

𝑎𝐷 = (𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤)
𝑤𝑝𝑏

𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤
.

Then using the expression for 𝑏 in terms of 𝑎 derived above, the
demand for bananas is

𝑏𝐷 =
𝑎

𝑝2
𝑏

= (𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤)
𝑤

𝑝𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)
.

Using the expression for ℓ𝑎 + ℓ𝑏 in terms of 𝑎 derived above, the
supply of labor is

ℓ𝑆𝑎 + ℓ𝑆𝑏 = 24 − (𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤)
𝑝𝑏

𝑤 (𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)
.

This proves all of the claims in this part of the problem.

(b) The profit from producing apples is 𝜋𝑎 = 1 · 𝑎 − 𝑤ℓ𝑎, but since the
production function is 𝑎 = ℓ𝑎, this can be rewritten as 𝜋𝑎 = 𝑎 − 𝑤𝑎 =

𝑎 (1 − 𝑤). If 𝑤 < 1, optimal apple supply is infinity, which cannot
be an equilibrium. One says that the supply function “is not well-
defined.” If 𝑤 > 1, optimal apple supply is zero, which could be
an equilibrium but is unlikely to be an equilibrium, so we rule it out
for now and will return to it if we cannot find an equilibrium with a
strictly positive amount of apples. This leaves

𝑤 = 1.

2



That implies 𝜋𝑎 = 𝑎 (1 − 1) = 0, which is not surprising since the
production function 𝑎 = ℓ𝑎 has constant returns to scale. The apple
supply curve will be flat at a price of one (and zero for a price less
than one).

(c) The profit from producing bananas is 𝜋𝑏 = 𝑝𝑏𝑏 − 𝑤ℓ𝑏, but since the
production function is 𝑏 = ℓ𝑏, this can be rewritten as 𝜋𝑏 = 𝑝𝑏𝑏 −
𝑤𝑏 = 𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 − 𝑤). If 𝑝𝑏 > 𝑤, optimal banana supply is infinity, which
cannot be an equilibrium. If 𝑝𝑏 < 𝑤, optimal banana supply is zero,
which could be an equilibrium but is unlikely to be an equilibrium,
so we rule it out for now and will return to it if we cannot find an
equilibrium with a strictly positive amount of bananas. This leaves

𝑝𝑏 = 𝑤.

That implies 𝜋𝑏 = 𝑏 (𝑤 − 𝑤) = 0, which is not surprising since the
production function 𝑏 = ℓ𝑏 has constant returns to scale. The banana
supply curve will be flat at a price of 𝑤, which from the answer to
part (b) is equal to one. (The banana supply curve will be zero for a
price less than one).

(d) We now have 1 ≡ 𝑝𝑎 = 𝑤 = 𝑝𝑏 and 𝜋𝑎 = 0 = 𝜋𝑏. Substituting these
into the demand for apples gives

𝑎∗ = (0 + 0 + 24 · 1)
1 · 1

1 + 1 · 1 + 1
=

24
3

= 8.

A similar substitution for bananas yields

𝑏∗ = (0 + 0 + 24 · 1)
1

1 · (1 + 1 · 1 + 1)
=

24
3

= 8.

Using the production functions, ℓ∗𝑎 = 𝑎∗ = 8 and ℓ∗
𝑏
= 𝑏∗ = 8, so

ℓ∗𝑎 + ℓ∗
𝑏
= 16 and 𝑅∗ = 24 − 16 = 8.

(e) Banana profit is 𝜋𝑏 = 𝑝𝑏𝑏 − 𝑤ℓ𝑏. Using the production function,
this is 𝜋𝑏 = 𝑝𝑏𝑏 − 𝑤𝑏 = (𝑝𝑏 − 𝑤) 𝑏. Now, however, the banana firm
knows the demand curve for bananas, which was given in part (a)
above; substituting it in,

𝜋𝑏 = (𝑝𝑏 − 𝑤) (𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤)
𝑤

𝑝𝑏(𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)
.

3



Since there is still perfect competition and constant returns to scale
in apple production, the reasoning in part (b)’s answer still applies,
so it is still the case that 𝑤 = 1 and 𝜋𝑎 = 0 (that answers part (i)).
Making these substitutions,

𝜋𝑏 = (𝑝𝑏 − 1) (0 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24 · 1)
1

𝑝𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 + 1 · 𝑝𝑏 + 1)

= (𝑝𝑏 − 1) (𝜋𝑏 + 24)
1

2𝑝2
𝑏
+ 𝑝𝑏

so

2𝑝2
𝑏𝜋𝑏 + 𝑝𝑏𝜋𝑏 = 𝑝𝑏𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑝𝑏 − 𝜋𝑏 − 24, thus

(2𝑝2
𝑏 + 1)𝜋𝑏 = 24𝑝𝑏 − 24 and

𝜋𝑏 =
24 (𝑝𝑏 − 1)

2𝑝2
𝑏
+ 1

.

The monopolist chooses 𝑝𝑏 in order to maximize 𝜋𝑏. The first-order
condition is

0 =
24

2𝑝2
𝑏
+ 1

− 4𝑝𝑏
(2𝑝2

𝑏
+ 1)2

24 (𝑝𝑏 − 1)

=
2𝑝2

𝑏
+ 1 − 4𝑝𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 − 1)

(2𝑝2
𝑏
+ 1)2

0 = 2𝑝2
𝑏 + 1 − 4𝑝2

𝑏 + 4𝑝𝑏 = −2𝑝2
𝑏 + 4𝑝𝑏 + 1

0 = 2𝑝2
𝑏 − 4𝑝𝑏 − 1,

which has roots of

𝑝𝑏 =
+4 ±

√︁
(−4)2 − 4 · 2 · (−1)

2 · 2
=

4 ±
√

16 + 8
4

=
4 ±

√
24

4
=

4 ± 2
√

6
4

=
2 ±

√
6

2
.

The negative sign will result in a numerator of 2 −
√

6 < 2 −
√

4 = 0,
which is incompatible with 𝑝𝑏 > 0, so we take the positive root:
𝑝𝑏 = 1 +

√
6/2 ≈ 2.22. That answers part (ii).
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The equilibrium profit in making bananas now is not zero but instead
is

𝜋𝑏 =
24 (𝑝𝑏 − 1)

2𝑝2
𝑏
+ 1

=
24 (1 +

√
6

2 − 1)

2 (1 +
√

6
2 )2 + 1

=
12

√
6

2 (1 +
√

6 + 6
4) + 1

=
12

√
6

2 + 2
√

6 + 3 + 1
=

12
√

6

6 + 2
√

6
=

6
√

6

3 +
√

6

=
6
√

6

3 +
√

6
· 3 −

√
6

3 −
√

6
=

18
√

6 − 36
9 − 6

= 6
√

6 − 12 ≈ 2.70.

Using Robinson’s demand for bananas as given in part (a), we have

𝑏∗ =
𝑤 [𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤]
𝑝𝑏 (𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤)

=
1 · [0 + (6

√
6 − 12) + 24 · 1]

(1 +
√

6
2 ) (1 +

√
6

2 + 1 · (1 +
√

6
2 ) + 1)

=
6
√

6 + 12

(1 +
√

6
2 ) (3 +

√
6)

=
6
√

6 + 12

3 +
√

6 + 3
2

√
6 + 3

=
6
√

6 + 12

6 + 5
2

√
6

= 6

√
6 + 2

6 + 5
2

√
6
= 6

2
√

6 + 4

12 + 5
√

6
· 12 − 5

√
6

12 − 5
√

6

= 6
24

√
6 − 60 + 48 − 20

√
6

144 − 150
= 6

4
√

6 − 12
−6

= 12 − 4
√

6 ≈ 2.20.

That answers part (iii). From the production function for bananas,
this is also ℓ𝑏.
Using Robinson’s demand for apples as given in part (a), we have

𝑎∗ =
𝑤𝑝𝑏 [𝜋𝑎 + 𝜋𝑏 + 24𝑤]

𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤𝑝𝑏 + 𝑤
=

1 · (1 +
√

6
2 ) [0 + 6

√
6 − 12 + 24 · 1]

1 +
√

6
2 + 1 · (1 +

√
6

2 ) + 1

=
(1 +

√
6

2 ) (6
√

6 + 12)

3 +
√

6
=

(2 +
√

6) (3
√

6 + 6)

3 +
√

6

=
(2 +

√
6)

√
6 (3 +

√
6)

3 +
√

6
= 2

√
6 + 6 ≈ 10.9.
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That answers part (iv). From the production function for apples, this
is also ℓ𝑎.
The equilibrium labor supplied is ℓ∗𝑎 + ℓ∗

𝑏
= (2

√
6 + 6) + (12 − 4

√
6) =

18 − 2
√

6 ≈ 13.1, and so the equilibrium amount of rest is 24 − (ℓ𝑎 +
ℓ𝑏) = 6 + 2

√
6 ≈ 10.9. That answers part (v).

(f) The purely competitive equilibrium was ℓ∗𝑎 = 𝑎∗ = 8, ℓ∗
𝑏
= 𝑏∗ = 8,

ℓ∗𝑎 + ℓ∗
𝑏
= 16 and 𝑅∗ = 8, with 𝑝𝑎 ≡ 1 = 𝑤 = 𝑝𝑏 and 𝜋𝑎 = 𝜋𝑏 = 0.

When the banana production was monopolized, the equilibrium was
ℓ∗𝑎 = 𝑎∗ ≈ 10.9, ℓ∗

𝑏
= 𝑏∗ ≈ 2.2, ℓ∗𝑎 + ℓ∗

𝑏
= 13.1 and 𝑅∗ = 10.9, with

𝑝𝑎 ≡ 1 = 𝑤 and 𝑝𝑏 ≈ 2.22, and 𝜋𝑎 = 0 while 𝜋𝑏 ≈ 2.7.
The fact that after monopolization of banana production, banana
quantity fell a great deal, and banana prices and profits went up, is
not a surprise, and the question did not ask about this. What may be
more surprising was that the apple market was affected, with apple
production going up (although apple price was unchanged), and the
labor market was affected also, with the total amount of labor going
down (though the wage rate was unchanged). The demand for labor
falls a great deal in the banana sector, because the monopoly wants
to decrease output of bananas and charge a higher price for bananas.
Some of this labor is shifted to the apple sector, increasing apple
production; the rest is shifted to leisure.
Optional: Robinson Crusoe’s utility in the purely competitive equi-
librium was 2

√
8 + 2

√
8 + 2

√
8 ≈ 16.97, while in the “banana monop-

oly” equilibrium, it was 2
√

10.9 + 2
√

2.2 + 2
√

10.9 ≈ 16.17.

Completely Optional Remarks

Chapter 10 of Mas-Colell, Whinston and Green’s book is about how
to make normative judgments (assess welfare changes) in a partial
equilibrium framework. (So is Varian’s Chapter 10.) Mas-Colell,
Whinston and Green write (pages 311–312):

Starting in Section 10.C, we narrow our focus to the partial
equilibrium context. The partial equilibrium approach, which
originated in Marshall (1920), envisions the market for a single
good (or group of goods) for which each consumer’s expendi-
ture constitutes only a small portion of his overall budget. When

6



this is so, it is reasonable to assume that changes in the market
for this good will leave the prices of all other commodities ap-
proximately unaffected [emphasis added] and that there will be,
in addition, negligible wealth effects in the market under study.
We capture these features in the simplest possible way by con-
sidering a two-good model in which the expenditure on all com-
modities other than that under consideration is treated as a single
composite commodity (called the numeraire commodity), and in
which consumers’ utility functions take a quasilinear form with
respect to this numeraire. Our study of the competitive equilibria
of this simple model lends itself to extensive demand-and-supply
graphical analysis. . . .

In Section 10.D, we analyze the properties of Pareto optimal
allocations in the partial equilibrium model. Most significantly,
we establish for this special context the validity of the funda-
mental theorems of welfare economics: Competitive equilibrium
allocations are necessarily Pareto optimal, and any Pareto opti-
mal allocation can be achieved as a competitive equilibrium if
appropriate lump-sum transfers are made.

[. . . ] In Section 10.E, we consider the measurement of wel-
fare changes in the partial equilibrium context. We show that
these can be represented by areas between properly defined de-
mand and supply curves.

In other words, all the normative tools economics has outside of
general equilibrium—for example, all the normative tools of under-
graduate economics, such as consumer surplus, which are often used
to teach that “competitive equilibrium is socially optimal”—pertain
only to relatively unimportant commodities. This problem shows
that if there are only three commodities (labor, apples, and bananas),
then monopolization of one of them leads to large effects on the
other two. This violates the assumptions underlying the standard
partial equilibrium normative analysis. (So does assuming the utility
function given in this problem, which is not of the highly restrictive
“quasilinear” type.)

7



4. [17 points] Consider a Robinson Crusoe economy where the consumer 
is endowed with one unit of time which he can divide between labor 
time and non-labor time. There is only one technology available in this 
economy. It can be employed to make butter "b" from labor according 
to the production function 

b=2*labor 2 • 

Suppose the consumer's utility function is 

U = b * "noll-labor time" . 

Finally, take the price of labor as the numeraire. 

(a) Filld the competitive market-clearillg prices alld qualltities for 
butter and labor, ignoring any strallge signs that you come across. 

(b) Considerillg llOW the strallge sign or signs you should have en
countered ill part ( a), and cOllsiderillg the type of productioll 
functioll, describe why the competitive equilibrium you found in 
part (a) is actually not a competitive equilibrium, alld why in 
fact this economy does not have a competitive equilibrium. 

/ 
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Section 1. 
Answer all of the following three questions. 

1. Suppose there are N price-taking (Le., competitive) consumers, all 
of whom earn the same income $m, all of whom consume two com
modities x and y, and all of whom have the identical utility function 
U = xCl.y f3 where a and fJ are positive. 

Suppose there are F price-taking (Le., competitive) producers of good x, 
each having the same cost :function C(x) for producing x. 

(a) If N = 1 and F = 1 but the agents still act competitively, and 
if 9(x) == x2, how wiil changes in (3 affect the equilibrium price 
of x? 

(b) If Nand F are arbitrary.natural numbers and if the form of C(x) 
is unspecified (but the firms' second-order conditions are met), 
how will changes in fJ affect the equilibrium price of x? 

(c) If N = 1 ~d Vi' = 1 and C(x) = x2 but the agents still act 
competitively; how does the consumer think changes in fJ will 
affect the equilibrium price of x? 
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2016 Qualifying Exam Sec. 1 Qu. 2

2. [14 points] Suppose an economy consists of two agents, “a” and
“b,” and two goods, “1” and “2,” and the agents have the following
utility functions and endowments:

ua = ln(x1a) + x2a ωa = (1, 1),
ub = ln(x1b) + x2b ωb = (9, 9).

(a) Find the competitive equilibrium prices (or price ratio) and allo-
cation (x∗1a, x∗2a, x∗1b, x∗2b) for this economy. You may work either
with the price of Good 1, “p1,” and the price of Good 2, “p2,” or
with their ratio (for example, ρ = p2/p1 or γ = p1/p2), or you
may choose a numéraire.

(b) Suppose that while the behavior of Person “b” is identical to that
in part (a), Person “a” now behaves in the following noncompet-
itive way regarding Good 2:
• Person “a” knows that x2a + x2b = 10;
• Person “a” knows the demand curve for Good 2 by Per-

son “b” (which you worked out in part (a)); and
• Person “a” can choose p2 (or, equivalently, Person “a” can

choose ρ or γ).

i. Find the demand by Person “a” for Good 2 as a function
of price(s). You should be able to do this without solving
an optimization problem by taking into account the first and
second “bullet points” above.

ii. Find the resulting non-competitive equilibrium prices (or
price ratio) and allocation (x̂1a, x̂2a, x̂1b, x̂2b) for this econ-
omy. Hint: in working this out, at one point I got to

0 =
p2

2
9p1
− 10p1 + p2 .

If you get to the same point, you should be able to use alge-
bra and the quadratic formula to simplify this to

0 = ρ2 + 9ρ− 90 = (ρ + 15)(ρ− 6)

using ρ = p2/p1 as mentioned in part (a).
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(c) It turns out that the equilibrium allocation for part (a) occurs at
the point labeled “C” (for “competitive”) in the Edgeworth Box
illustrated in Figure 1, and that the equilibrium allocation for
part (b) occurs at the point labeled “NC” (for “non-competitive”)
in Figure 1. Figure 1 is not drawn to scale, and it omits portions
of the Edgeworth Box in order to better show its lower-lefthand
corner. The numbers next to the figure’s indifference curves (the
numbers 1, 1.81, 1.89, 11.2, 11.3, and 11.4) represent the ap-
proximate corresponding value of ua or ub.
The straight line through NC represents the non-competitive equi-
librium price vector of part (b). At NC, is the indifference curve
of Person “b” tangent to this price vector? Why? At NC, is
the indifference curve of Person “a” tangent to this price vector?
Why?

(d) Suppose that each year, the economy starts at (ωa,ωb) and, be-
cause Person “a” has market power, each year the economy ends
up at point NC. Furthermore, suppose the US Department of
Justice has filed a lawsuit against Person “a” in which a court is
asked to prohibit Person “a” from engaging in non-competitive
behavior. If the Department of Justice is successful, in future
years the economy will be at C. If the Department of Justice is
unsuccessful, in future years the economy will continue ending
up at NC.

i. If you were an economic consultant for the Department of
Justice, what argument or arguments might you make to the
court?

ii. If you were an economic consultant for Person “a,” what
argument or arguments might you make to the court?

5
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Answer to Question 2(c):

At NC, the indifference curve of Person “b” is tangent to his budget
constraint, which is the straight line going through ω whose slope is the
equilibrium price vector −p1/p2 = −6. This is because Person “b” is a
price-taker in part (b), just as he was in part (a), so the usual condition that
“at the optimum, the indifference curve is tangent to the budget constraint”
applies to him. However, at NC the indifference curve of Person “a” is
not tangent to that line. That is because in part (b), Person “a” is not a
price-taker; he controls the price.

Answer to Question 2(d)(i):

Point NC is clearly inefficient, since it is not on the contract curve and
(equivalently) the indifference curves of the two people are not tangent
there. Both people could be made better off by moving into the lens-shaped
area enclosed by the lines passing through M, NC, and N. In particular,
points between M and N are efficient, and points strictly between M and
N would make both people strictly better off than they are at NC. (In other
words: NC is not Pareto Efficient; M and N are Pareto Efficient; and a
move from NC to any point between M and N is a Pareto-improving move.)
Hence NC is a socially bad point. On the other hand, point C is efficient
(that is, it is Pareto Optimal). So it’s socially better than NC.

Answer to Question 2(d)(ii):

Person “a” has the same preferences as Person “b,” but Person “a” is
much poorer, since he has ωa = (1, 1) in contrast to ωb = (9, 9). By giving
Person “a” some market power, part (b) of the question improved his utility
at least a little bit compared to the competitive equilibrium (a utility level
of 1.89 instead of 1.81, if cardinal utility levels matter). At NC, the rich
Person “b” is not damaged much compared to point C; this can be seen
either by observing that NC is not far away from ω, which is quite lopsided
in favor of Person “b,” or (if cardinal utility levels matter) by observing that
the utility level of Person “b” only falls from 11.4 to 11.3 if the economy
was at NC instead of at C. It is true that NC is inefficient. A point between
M and N would be better than NC. However, the question before the court
is not a choice between, on the one hand, points between M and N, and, on
the other hand, NC or C. Instead the question before the court is a choice
between NC and C. NC is more fair than C (because it has a higher utility



for the poorer person). Society may certainly care about fairness, and it
may, in some or even in all situations, value fairness over efficiency. So it
is certainly possible for society to prefer NC to C. Society should indeed
have this preference, because Person “a” is so disadvantaged.

Optional details related to part (d) follow.
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